Quebec Math Professor, TV Host and Community Leader Joins 
National Math Research Network
Dr. Jean-Marie De Koninck to spearhead national program aimed at opening Canadian students’ eyes to the power of mathematics 
Québec, QC – January 30, 2008 – Dr. Jean-Marie De Koninck has joined Burnaby, B.C.-based math research network MITACS as Director of Outreach.

Dr. De Koninck, a celebrated Université Laval mathematics professor, host of the TV show “C’est mathématique!” and founder of Operation Red Nose, will work with MITACS -- a national math network that brings together researchers and companies in a collaborative effort to solve problems of key importance to society and industry -- to develop innovative programs aimed at showing Canadian elementary and high school students that there is much more to math than addition and subtraction.
“A major reason why high school-aged students stop taking math is because they are unable to see how math contributes to our world today,” said Dr. Arvind Gupta, Scientific Director of MITACS. “Yet in reality, math touches virtually every part of the world around them, from video games and computer software, to music, space travel, medicine, and even the economy. We are thrilled to be working with Jean-Marie to reach out to children across Canada and show them how math is relevant to their every day lives.
MITACS and Université Laval have teamed up to work with Dr. De Koninck to expand two of his highly-successful, Quebec-based outreach programs: Math en Jeu, a free, on-line game which allows up to four high-school aged players to compete against each other by answering mathematical questions; and Show Math, a multi-media stage show which uses humorous short skits to show students all the places math exists in daily life. 
“The feedback from Quebec students on these two initiatives has been so positive that we’re going to take that success one step further and roll out the programs across the country,” said Dr. Gupta. “Our goal is to continue to develop and implement these innovative, engaging outreach programs spearheaded by Jean-Marie.”
About MITACS

MITACS (www.mitacs.ca) is a Network of Centres of Excellence (NCE) for the mathematical sciences hosted by Simon Fraser University in Burnaby, B.C. The only Canadian organization of its kind, it focuses on developing mathematical solutions in five of the economy’s fastest growing sectors: biomedical and health, environment and natural resources, information processing, risk and finance and communication, networks and security. Each MITACS research project partners academic scientists and their graduate students from universities across the country with Canadian organizations. 
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